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VERA

A weak circulation on April 3rd was detected by island
surface reports in the central Carolines marking the begin-
ning stages of the season’s first typhoon. The system
drifted slowly into the Philippine Sea (Figure 5-1)
becoming a tropical storm on the 12th while maintaining a
west-northwest course of 8 kt. By early morning of the
14th, Vera developed sustained winds of 65 kt and began to
slow in forward speed as she approached a weakness in the
subtropical ridge. Taking a temporary westerly excursion
at 5 kt, the typhoon reached its peak intensity of 90 kt
approximately 250 n mi west of Escarpada Point on Luzon
during the 15th (Figure 5-2). Early the following morning,
Vera’s course shifted abruptly to a northward drift as the
high cell south of the Benin Island chain strengthened.
Her forward speed gradually increased on the 17th, and
she diminished to tropical storm force that afternoon.
Shifting to a northeast course, the storm paralleled the
Ryukyu Island chain and accelerated to 18 kt becoming
extratropical as she encountered the westerlies merging
with a frontal zone south of Japan on the 18th.
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FIGURE5-1, ESSA-9PHOTOOF VERAAS ATROPICALDEPWSSION ON

9 APRIL}

FIGURE5-2t VERAEASTOF LUZONAS SEENBY ESSA-9ON 15 APRIL.
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